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Getting Started At The Front 
 

S tep up to your truck and begin your 
inspection. 

1)Roof of the Cab—Front of Truck 
Start by inspecting everything that is on the 
front of the truck from the roof of the cab 
down. 

Overhead ID marker light covers should 
be amber in color. Replace if faded out. 
Covers should not have cracks or be 
broken. Covers should be securely in 
place. 

Windshield should be clean. It should not 
have cracks or other damage. No illegal 
stickers should be present. The seal 
should not be cracked or damaged. 

Windshield wipers and blades are secured 
not damaged and operating smoothly. 

Turn signals should be amber in the front 
and red in the rear. Covers should be 
securely attached with no damage. 

Head lamps should not have cracks or 
chips or other damage. They should be 
properly adjusted. 

PrePre--Trip InspectionTrip Inspection  
 

P lease study this part well because you 
have to pass this stage to get in the 

truck. Take your time. Realize that in most 
states you can miss up to 22 points on the 
pre-trip exam and still pass. I have found 
that it helps to have a stick or pointer to 
show the examiner what you are doing. I've 
found that a tire thumper works very well. 

Develop your pre-trip routine so you have a 
system that you always follow. That system 
will keep you from overlooking things as 
you check out your truck. I like to start in 
the front, beginning with the top of the cab 
and work my way around the truck going 
toward the passenger’s side first.  

While you can choose any starting point 
that you like, I’m going to share my system 
because I know it works.  

I find that talking to the examiner as you go 
through your routine is very helpful. Tell 
him/her what you are doing. This will 
emphasize your thoroughness and make a 
favorable impression. 
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Typical Cab Interior and Dash 
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brake is working.”  

Now, put the truck into neutral. Lock both 
red (trailer) and yellow (parking/tractor) 
brakes. Turn off the motor.  
You can now say, “This completes my in cab 
inspection.” 

Congratulations!  
You are now ready for you driving test. 

Bonus Material for the Skills Test 

Here are the special skills you need to 
demonstrate you have for the skills test: 

Straight line backing. 

Right turns. 

Alley docking. 

Parallel parking. 

If you focus on learning to do these four 
things well, it will help your confidence as 
you take the test. 

Helpful Tips for the Skills Test 

Here are tips to help you get through the 
skills test. 

Steering wheel. Keep both hands on the 
steering when you are not shifting. 

Mirrors. Watch your mirrors constantly.  
It's very important to scan all the time 
looking all directions. Look at your 
mirrors frequently through a turn. No 
matter which way you are turning, you 

Pre-Driving Check List, continued 

6. Parking brake test. Turn engine on. Put in first 
gear. Pull yellow parking brake knob. Release 
clutch until you feel the tug. 

7. Trailer brake test. Pull red brake knob. Release 
clutch until you feel the tug. 

8. Trolley/Hand brake test. Pull down the brake 
lever on right side of steering wheel. Release 
clutch until you feel the tug. 

9. Service brake test. Apply pressure to the 
brake pedal. Release the clutch until you feel the 
tub. 

During test, tell examiner what you are doing. 

Don’t’ forget to say after you perform every 
test, “… test complete.” 
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What to do after getting your 
commercial driving license?  

Don't just look at those big companies 
hiring drivers by the dozen. They seem to 
figure there are more drivers where you 
came from. There are local companies that 
need good drivers. If you get out and do the 
ground work, you will find out where your 
sub-hauler’s are. 

Do some local work first. I don't recom-
mend going over the road for the first few 
months. If you do, sit in the second chair 
for a while. Get your feet wet. Prove your 
abilities. Most companies aren’t going to put 
you in the driver’s seat of a $150,000.00 
dollar rig (not to mention $50,000.00 in 
freight) just because you have a license. 
You need experience, too. 

Remember trucking is a job. Treat it as 
such. Be realistic. You won't get promoted 
to the top right after your hired, and you 
won't get the new truck either. Expect to 
get the old one, nobody wants to drive. 

You will get your experience and earn the 
right to drive what you want after getting 
some time under your belt. 
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